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In this illuminating and entertaining biography David Knight draws upon
Humphry Davy's poetry, notebooks and informal writings to introduce us to one
of the first professional scientists. Davy is best remembered for his work on
laughing gas, for the arc lamp, for isolating sodium and potassium, for his theory
that chemical affinity is electrical and, of course, for his safety lamp. His lectures
on science made the fortunes of the Royal Institution in London, and he taught
chemistry to the young Faraday. He is also recognized for his poetry and was the
friend of Coleridge, Wordsworth and Byron. By investigating Davy's life Knight
shows what it was like to be a creative scientist in Regency England,
demonstrating the development of science and its institutions during this crucial
period in history.
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In this illuminating and entertaining biography David Knight draws upon Humphry Davy's poetry, notebooks
and informal writings to introduce us to one of the first professional scientists. Davy is best remembered for
his work on laughing gas, for the arc lamp, for isolating sodium and potassium, for his theory that chemical
affinity is electrical and, of course, for his safety lamp. His lectures on science made the fortunes of the
Royal Institution in London, and he taught chemistry to the young Faraday. He is also recognized for his
poetry and was the friend of Coleridge, Wordsworth and Byron. By investigating Davy's life Knight shows
what it was like to be a creative scientist in Regency England, demonstrating the development of science and
its institutions during this crucial period in history.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In his exploration of Davy's life and times, Knight has vividly depicted what it was like to be a creative
scientist in Regency England, and has demonstrated the development of science and its institutions during
this crucial historical period." Chemical & Engineering News

From the Back Cover
In this illuminating and entertaining biography David Knight makes use of Humphry Davy's poetry,
notebooks and informal writings to introduce us to one of the first professional scientists. Davy is best
remembered for his work on laughing gas, for the arc lamp, for isolating sodium and potassium, for his
theory that chemical affinity is electrical and, of course, for his safety lamp. His lectures on science made the
fortunes of the Royal Institution in London and he taught chemistry to the young Faraday. However, as well
as making a career in science he is recognized for his poetry and was the friend of Coleridge, Wordsworth
and Byron. By investigating Humphry Davy's life David Knight shows what it was like to be a creative
scientist in Regency Britain, demonstrating the development of science and its institutions during this crucial
period in history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angelita Estes:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Humphry Davy: Science and Power
(Cambridge Science Biographies) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Donna Vazquez:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Humphry Davy: Science and Power
(Cambridge Science Biographies) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.



Clorinda Combs:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is usually Humphry Davy: Science and Power (Cambridge Science Biographies).

Tammy Campbell:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Humphry Davy: Science and Power (Cambridge Science Biographies) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The Humphry Davy: Science and Power (Cambridge Science
Biographies) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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