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Revolutionary and ruler, Marxist and nationalist, liberator and despot, Mao
Zedong takes a place among the iconic leaders of the twentieth century. In this
book, Maurice Meisner offers a balanced portrait of the man who defined modern
China.

From his role as leader of a communist revolution in a war-torn and largely rural
country to the disasters of the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution,
the relationship between Mao's ideas and his political action is highly disputed.
With unparalleled authority, Meisner shows how Mao's unique sinification of
Marxism provides the key to looking at this extraordinary political career. The
first part of the book is devoted to Mao's revolutionary leadership before 1949, in
particular the influence of the liberal and anarchist ideas of the May Fourth era,
his discovery of Marxism, Leninism and his conviction that peasants held the
potential for revolution. In the second part, Meisner analyses Mao's early
successes as a nationalist unifier and modernizer, the failure of his socialism and
his eventual transformation into a tyrant.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A stimulating argument, useful for both novices and established scholars.”
History

"Meisner is uniquely qualified by political commitment, professional experience, and scholarly talent to
produce this important new biography of Mao. He offers a reasoned, indeed regretful, Marxist analysis of
Mao's role in the Chinese revolution, acknowledging his successes but particularly seeking to understand the
roots of Maos dictatorship and the many tragedies befell China under his sway. In this way, Meisner offers a
useful and compelling narrative that truly provides food for thought."
Timothy Cheek, University of British Columbia

"Meisner's updated assessment of Mao Zedong once again offers the best available intellectual history of
Mao's life and deeds."
Lee Feigon, University of Chicago

From the Back Cover
Revolutionary and ruler, Marxist and nationalist, liberator and despot, Mao Zedong takes a place among the
iconic leaders of the twentieth century. In this book, Maurice Meisner offers a balanced portrait of the man
who defined modern China.

From his role as leader of a communist revolution in a war-torn and largely rural country to the disasters of
the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution, the relationship between Mao's ideas and his political
action is highly disputed. With unparalleled authority, Meisner shows how Mao's unique sinification of
Marxism provides the key to looking at this extraordinary political career. The first part of the book is
devoted to Mao's revolutionary leadership before 1949, in particular the influence of the liberal and anarchist
ideas of the May Fourth era, his discovery of Marxism, Leninism and his conviction that peasants held the
potential for revolution. In the second part, Meisner analyses Mao's early successes as a nationalist unifier
and modernizer, the failure of his socialism and his eventual transformation into a tyrant.

About the Author
Maurice Meisner is Harvey Goldberg Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Wisconsin,
Madison.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

Here thing why this kind of Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles) are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait
(Political Profiles) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there



but there is no guide that similar with Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles). It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe
the form of Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles) in e-book can be your
substitute.

Adrian Kester:

This book untitled Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles) to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Bertha Buentello:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait
(Political Profiles). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out
to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Patricia Meyer:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait
(Political Profiles) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Mao Zedong: A
Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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