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The ancient world through the eyes of a young Jewish woman—Mary of
Nazareth.

Mary was born into a Palestine oppressed by Herod the Great; she is accustomed
to living with uncertainty and unrest. But when her beloved father is wrongly
imprisoned by the Romans, she takes action. She calls upon a well-known rebel
by the name of Barabbas, and together they set out to save her father. A daring
escape is planned. And against staggering odds, Mary’s father is saved from
crucifixion.

Barabbas—flush with his success—is intent on leading a full-scale rebellion
against Herod and the Romans. But as he speaks before Jewish leaders, Mary
feels great frustration as the men endlessly debate morality, rebellion, and God's
will. She has almost lost her father, but she is nevertheless compelled to speak
out against violence.

To her surprise, one man listens: Joseph. He makes Mary an offer that will
change her life—and the history of the Jewish people—forever.
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The ancient world through the eyes of a young Jewish woman—Mary of Nazareth.

Mary was born into a Palestine oppressed by Herod the Great; she is accustomed to living with uncertainty
and unrest. But when her beloved father is wrongly imprisoned by the Romans, she takes action. She calls
upon a well-known rebel by the name of Barabbas, and together they set out to save her father. A daring
escape is planned. And against staggering odds, Mary’s father is saved from crucifixion.

Barabbas—flush with his success—is intent on leading a full-scale rebellion against Herod and the Romans.
But as he speaks before Jewish leaders, Mary feels great frustration as the men endlessly debate morality,
rebellion, and God's will. She has almost lost her father, but she is nevertheless compelled to speak out
against violence.

To her surprise, one man listens: Joseph. He makes Mary an offer that will change her life—and the history
of the Jewish people—forever.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Harek, author of biblically-inspired novels such as Zipporah, Wife of Moses and Sarah, imagines the
childhood and tumultuous young adulthood of Miriam (Mary) of Nazareth, mother of Jesus. Her loving
parents Joachim and Hannah want to protect their daughter, but violence surrounds them as Herod's
egregious taxation sparks Jewish insurrection. Miriam befriends a young revolutionary named Barabbas (yes,
the same seditious Barabbas to be released more than three decades later instead of Jesus), and her world is
upended by political uncertainty. In Halter's hands, Miriam is equal parts brazen temerity and quiet holiness,
her deep courage an example to those who would submit to injustice, her scholarship unusual among women
and her skill at healing remarkable. The novel offers brisk pacing and a good deal of adventure. Along the
way, readers will learn a great deal of the ascetic Essene sect and the traditions and practices of first-century
Judaism. And the novel's climax-the famous Annunciation-happens not out of the blue, but because a
determined Miriam asks Yahweh to bring the Messiah and is blessed. In Halter's hands, Mary is not a passive
receptacle of divine grace, but an active agent in changing the world.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Halter, whose Canaan Trilogy dramatized the lives of Old Testament women Sarah, Zipporah, and Lilah,
moves into New Testament territory with this novel about Mary. Although he always makes his characters
his own, he takes Mary in a direction that borders on alternative history. This Mary is a feisty young woman,
educated (she was schooled with the slightly younger Mary Magdalene) and so bold that she, along with her
friend, the rebel Barabbas, stages a plot to remove her father from the Romans’ cross. Disgusted watching
men like her father, Joseph, as well as Nicodemus and Barabbas, debate ways to topple the Romans, she
wills herself to become the vessel for a savior. The story seems to end with the birth of Jesus, but then Halter
adds a curious epilogue in which he claims to have received a Gospel of Mary from a mysterious Righteous
Gentile. The text of the purported gospel continues the story, telling of an unwilling Jesus and an overbearing
Mary. This odd device doesn’t quite work, but, nevertheless, the novel is an engaging and thought-provoking
addition to the growing body of historical fiction on biblical women. --Ilene Cooper

Review
"[In Mary of Nazareth] Halter has created a memorable and appealing heroine."
—Historical Novels Review

"A worthy heiress to Anita Diamant’s bestseller The Red Tent, [Sarah is] an entertaining read, with a heroine
who uses both her brain and her femininity to astonishing effect."
—Atlanta Journal-Constitution

“A brilliant achievement: packed with drama and suspense, powerfully engaging and thought-provoking.
This is Halter at his best–by offering his own intriguing interpretation of Mary’s life, he builds bridges across
the millennia and across different faiths and cultures.”
—Eva Etzioni-Halevy, author of The Song of Hannah and The Garden of Ruth

“How much can a mother influence the path that her child chooses? Halter provides a dazzling new look at
the most famous mother of them all–in the important years before motherhood. In the midst of the political
turmoil of first-century Palestine, Mary shines forth as an advocate for liberation through peaceful means.
Like the great biblical heroines before her, she is a woman of faith, courage, and action. Mary of Nazareth

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


will inspire women of all faiths who yearn for peace and freedom.”
—Rebecca Kohn, author of The Gilded Chamber: A Novel of Queen Esther

“By giving a voice to Mary of Nazareth, Merek Halter resurrects one of the most fascinating women in
history. A story as richly imagined as it is illuminating.”
—Michelle Moran, national bestselling author of Nefertiti

From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Hester:

The book Mary of Nazareth: A Novel give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize
to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Mary of Nazareth: A Novel being your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Mary of Nazareth: A Novel.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

John Ma:

The book Mary of Nazareth: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Mary of Nazareth: A Novel? A number of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Mary of Nazareth: A Novel has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Jeremy Bedford:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Mary of Nazareth: A Novel can be excellent
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.



Fred Peterson:

Mary of Nazareth: A Novel can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Mary of Nazareth: A Novel yet doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.
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