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The captivating "history" of the figure of Orpheus, his enduring legacy as
the force and muse of creation itself.

For at least two and a half millennia, the figure of Orpheus has haunted
humanity. Half-man, half-god, musician, magician, theologian, poet, and lover,
his story never leaves us. He may be myth, but his lyre still sounds, entrancing
everything that hears it: animals, trees, water, stones, and men. In this
extraordinary work, Ann Wroe goes in search of Orpheus, tracing the man and
the power he represents through the myriad versions of a fantastical life: his birth
in Thrace, his studies in Egypt, his voyage with the Argonauts to fetch the
Golden Fleece, his love for Eurydice and the journey to Hades, and his terrible
death. We see him tantalizing Cicero and Plato, and breathing new music into
Gluck and Monteverdi; occupying the mind of Jung and the surreal dreams of
Cocteau; scandalizing the Fathers of the early Church, and filling Rilke with
poems like a whirlwind. He emerges as not simply another mythical figure but
the force of creation itself, singing the song of light out of darkness and life out
of death.
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The captivating "history" of the figure of Orpheus, his enduring legacy as the force and muse of
creation itself.

For at least two and a half millennia, the figure of Orpheus has haunted humanity. Half-man, half-god,
musician, magician, theologian, poet, and lover, his story never leaves us. He may be myth, but his lyre still
sounds, entrancing everything that hears it: animals, trees, water, stones, and men. In this extraordinary
work, Ann Wroe goes in search of Orpheus, tracing the man and the power he represents through the myriad
versions of a fantastical life: his birth in Thrace, his studies in Egypt, his voyage with the Argonauts to fetch
the Golden Fleece, his love for Eurydice and the journey to Hades, and his terrible death. We see him
tantalizing Cicero and Plato, and breathing new music into Gluck and Monteverdi; occupying the mind of
Jung and the surreal dreams of Cocteau; scandalizing the Fathers of the early Church, and filling Rilke with
poems like a whirlwind. He emerges as not simply another mythical figure but the force of creation itself,
singing the song of light out of darkness and life out of death.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This insightful and visionary study, treading a perfect line between imagination and scholarship, is as
readable and necessary as a fine novel. Ted Hughes, another mythographer, would have loved it." — The
Independent

"Ann Wroe has an acute eye for pastoral detail . . . [Orpheus] will leave you dancing." — New Statesman

"Wroe's melodic style breathes new life into his adventures with Jason and the Argonauts, his eternal love of
Eurydice and interminable mourning for her and descent into Hades . . . Wroe brings mythology and
Orpheus so vividly to life that readers may be convinced that he actually did exist and, indeed, still does. A
book to make readers laugh, sing, and weep." — Kirkus, starred review

"Did Orpheus exist? Wroe thinks he did, and still does, and dedicates this lyrical biography to doubters." —
New Yorker

"In rich, poetic language, Wroe (an editor for The Economist) reflects on the meaning of Orpheus's life, in
terms of both its mythological origins and its influence on art and literature." — CHOICE

"Orpheus combines a scholar's attention to evidence with a poet's flair for words in this startlingly original
history that traces the obscure origins and tangled relationships of the Orpheus myth from ancient times
through today . . . This is a brilliant book. The reader will come away with a new appreciation and
understanding of the power and beauty of the Orpheus myth." — Library Journal

About the Author
Ann Wroe writes for The Economist. After earning a doctorate in medieval history from Oxford, she worked
at the BBC, covering French and Italian politics. She joined The Economist in 1976 and has held the posts of
Books and arts editor and American editor. She has written five other books and is a Fellow of the Royal
Historical Society and the Royal Society of Literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Rubino:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Orpheus: The Song of Life.



Sandy Reid:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Orpheus: The Song of Life
book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Effie Peoples:

The ability that you get from Orpheus: The Song of Life will be the more deep you rooting the information
that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Orpheus: The Song of Life giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this kind of Orpheus: The Song of Life instantly.

Cesar Ford:

The book untitled Orpheus: The Song of Life contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
her idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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