
The Bear and the Piano

By David Litchfield

The Bear and the Piano By David Litchfield

One day, a young bear stumbles upon something he has never seen before in the
forest. As time passes, he teaches himself how to play the strange instrument, and
eventually the beautiful sounds are heard by a father and son who are picnicking
in the woods. The bear goes with them on an incredible journey to New York,
where his piano playing makes him a huge star. He has fame, fortune and all the
music in the world, but he misses the friends and family he has left behind. A
moving tale of exploration and belonging from an exciting debut author-
illustrator.
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One day, a young bear stumbles upon something he has never seen before in the forest. As time passes, he
teaches himself how to play the strange instrument, and eventually the beautiful sounds are heard by a father
and son who are picnicking in the woods. The bear goes with them on an incredible journey to New York,
where his piano playing makes him a huge star. He has fame, fortune and all the music in the world, but he
misses the friends and family he has left behind. A moving tale of exploration and belonging from an
exciting debut author-illustrator.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
PreS-Gr 2-A young bear finds a piano in the middle of the forest and begins to play. Initially turned off by
the awful sound, he leaves but soon returns to try again. The bear continues to practice for years and years
until he can play like a virtuoso. Not only does his playing give him immense pleasure but the other bears are
enchanted as well. When a boy and a girl discover the bear's amazing talent, they convince him to move to
the city. Sad to leave his friends but excited to explore another world, he ventures forth and becomes a
sensation. After much fame and accolades, the bear realizes that he misses his friends and decides to return
home. He is heartsick when he can't find his piano in the woods and assumes they have all forgotten him.
Happiness is restored when he learns his friends have kept the piano in the shade to protect it and were
eagerly awaiting his return. Litchfield's debut picture book is a visual feast. Using a variety of different
techniques and then digitally assembling them, he has produced a story filled with verdant and luminous
images that create an enchanting atmosphere. The story encourages young ones to follow their dreams and
pursue their unique talents. VERDICT A wonderful addition for all collections.-Amy Nolan, St. Joseph
Public Library, St. Joseph, MIα(c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review
"A beautiful story about enduring friendship, accompanied by big, dramatic illustrations." -- Saffia Farr Juno
"Positively gushing with Litchfield's exceptional use of light and texture and provides an overwhelming
sense of atmosphere... Litchfield's distinctive style and rich illustrations provide the perfect accompaniment
to this tale of tenacity, exploration and belonging. We can't wait to see how he follows what is destined to be
a most successful debut." Picture Book Blogger "One of the most distinctive and original book debuts of the
autumn." Selected as Children's Special in the Picture Book category. -- Fiona Noble The Bookseller
Selected for Top 10 Top Children's Books to Get Excited About (for Children's Book Week): "We love the
distinctive art style and the charming concept! Within the book, lessons about exploration and belonging are
learned." The Reading Room 'One of the most impressive debuts of the autumn, this is a really stunning
picture book with both critical and commercial appeal. A bear stumbles upon a piano in the forest which
takes him on the most incredible of journeys.' Selected as a Highlight of the Season in the Children's Autumn
Buyer's Guide. The Bookseller "... His vivid, atmospheric scenes of forest and city are imagined on a vast
scale, but there is an accessible warmth and humanity to them." Selected as Editor's Choice for the Picture
Book Category in the Children's Previews. -- Fiona Noble The Bookseller

About the Author
DAVID LITCHFIELD first started to draw when he was very young, creating Star Wars and Indiana Jones
'mash up' comics for his older brother and sister. His first picture book,The Bear and the Piano, won the
Waterstones Children's Book Prize (Illustrated Book Category) and became a best-seller in the UK and US.
It was shortlisted for 8 other awards in the UK including the Sheffield Children's Book Award and the
Independent Bookshop Week Award, and has sold in over 20 languages. David has since illustrated The
Building Boy by Ross Montgomery (Faber & Faber, 2016), and his second book, Grandad's Secret Giant,
will publish in April 2017. David lives in Bedford with his family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



David Veal:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Bear and the Piano. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book The Bear and the Piano. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's study.

Juan Turgeon:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Bear and the Piano was making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
publication The Bear and the Piano is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book The Bear and the Piano. You never truly feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Tamiko Harmon:

Here thing why this The Bear and the Piano are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a
book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
The Bear and the Piano giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no guide that similar with The Bear and the Piano. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Bear and the Piano in e-book can be
your choice.

Juan Gilbert:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Bear and the Piano can give you a lot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Bear and the Piano.
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