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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Gilbert's (The Second World War) majestic opus covers WWI on all major fronts-domestic, diplomatic,
military-as well as such bloody preludes as the Armenian massacre of 1915. He describes the introduction of
new instruments of war like the submarine, airplane, tank, machine gun and poison gas, explaining how each
was employed in great military confrontations such as Verdun and Jutland. He recounts the arrival of the
American contingent (British and French brass tended at first to regard them as rabble) and Gen. John J.
Pershing's struggle to prevent U.S. troops from being fed piecemeal into the maelstrom of the western front.
Gilbert includes a large amount of contemporary war poetry and doggerel, which conveys the tragedy of the
1914-1918 conflict. On the whole, the author presents WWI from the human perspective, with emphasis on
the grisliness and sheer waste of it. His account of the post-Armistice efforts of the international War Graves
Commission starkly communicates the epic scale of the slaughter. By the distinguished biographer of
Winston Churchill, this is a stunning achievement of research and storytelling on the war to end all wars.
Illustrations.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Successfully using a blend of contemporary accounts and overview narrative, Gilbert (The Churchill War
Papers, LJ 5/1/93) has produced a readable, one-volume account of the Great War. The impact of new
technologies and tactics on humankind is best illustrated by the author's portrayal of the individual suffering
of the generation lost in the conflict. The deaths of the sons and sons-in-law of political and military leaders
from all sides exemplifies the extent and tragedy of the loss. The effect of the war on future leaders such as
Hitler, Himmler, Churchill, and De Gaulle is shown through their experiences in this war. Profusely
illustrated and containing 50 maps, this book is a fine companion volume to the author's The Second World
War (Holt, 1989). Recommended for all collections.
David Lee Poremba, Detroit P.L.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The Great War achieved little but changed everything in every country, having destroyed four empires and
millions of lives. Causes and effects, however, are beyond Gilbert's intended ken; instead, he addresses the
relentless, despairing character of the military actions. A veteran historian, Gilbert's pedigree to write solid
histories is unchallengeable, and his books on Churchill (1991), the Holocaust, and the Second World War
loom almost as large as their subjects. While praiseworthy as a painstaking compilation of fact, however, it
cannot be said that the eloquent muse is upon this narrative; rather, the prose advances like the rolling
artillery barrages it describes or the ships it tersely records sunk (for example, the Battle of Jutland rates one
paragraph). In descanting upon every engagement and huge casualties at division level or above, Gilbert will
stand out at his diligent best, but the work will not budge Barbara Tuchman's Guns of August and Paul
Fussell's Great War and Modern Memory from their popular niches among the general readership. With 30
maps and 80 photos, Gilbert's is a hefty general introduction suitable for most libraries. Gilbert Taylor

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Matt Cresswell:

The experience that you get from The First World War: A Complete History is the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but The First World War: A Complete History giving you joy feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of The First World War: A Complete History
instantly.

Hattie Booth:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that
need more time to be read. The First World War: A Complete History can be your answer given it can be
read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

William Rice:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
First World War: A Complete History will give you new experience in reading a book.

Eva Solares:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The First World War: A Complete History
was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The First World War: A Complete
History has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading which.
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