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Mooch the cat desperately wantsto find a gift for hisfriend - Earl the dog. He
wonders what he can buy the dog who has everything and decides that the
answer, of course, is nothing. This simple story features characters from the
Mutts comic strips and is the first book for children.
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Mooch the cat desperately wants to find a gift for hisfriend - Earl the dog. He wonders what he can buy the
dog who has everything and decides that the answer, of course, is nothing. This simple story features
characters from the Mutts comic strips and is the first book for children.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. The stars of the Mutts comic strip, Mooch the cat and his canine friend, Earl, break out of
the Sunday funnies into the picture book world. McDonnell applies his spare style, sketching his cheeky
characters with only afew deliberate lines. Each has a distinctive feature—Mooch's red ellipse-shaped nose,
Earl's Princess L eia ears—that makes them instantly endearing. With plain backgrounds, alimited palette
and asmall sguare trim size, the book looks like a blown-up cartoon strip (even the pages have a newspaper-
like grittiness). But the story has more depth than the minimalist visuals would suggest. Here, Mooch
searches for the perfect gift for Earl. "What do you get someone who has everything?' he wonders. (Earl is
the proud owner of abowl, bed and chewy toy.) Mooch mullsit over (red and black dots and bubbles
indicate his deep thinking) and comes up with "Nothing! He would give Earl the gift of nothing." But where
to find nothing? Mooch tries shopping (because "Millie came home from the store and said, 'There was
nothing to buy!" "). But aas, "nothing was not for sale." How he solves the problem is pure delight,
reminding young readers that the greatest gift is friendship, not things. Both Mutts fans and newcomers will
appreciate McDonnell's clever wordplay and lovable characters, who prove that nothing can be everything.
All ages.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal

Grade 1-4-This story features characters from McDonnell's comic strip Mutts. Mooch (a cat) wants to give
Earl (adog) agift, but he already has abowl, a bed, and even a chewy toy. In fact, he [has] it ALL. In aflash
of inspiration, Mooch decides to give him nothing, and sets out to find it. Though the kids say thereis
nothing to do, they always seem to be doing something. And even though Millie says there[is] nothing to
buy, Mooch finds plenty in the stores. In the end, he wraps a big box with nothing in it and presentsit to his
friend. There's nothing here, says Earl. Nothing...but me and you, Mooch replies. And that's the point. The
text is minimal and the small cartoon drawings are executed in black and white with touches of red and
surrounded by plenty of white space. As Moach ponders over his dilemma, he is engulfed by question marks.
The picture of the two friends sitting wrapped paw-in-paw as they enjoy nothing and everything is charming.
A fine vehicle for a one-on-one discussion of the meaning of friendship and gift-giving.—Marianne Saccardi,
Norwalk Community College, CT

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

'Mutts is one of the best comic strips of al time' - Charles Schulz (Peanuts) 'Smart, funny, brilliantly drawn
and full of heart' - Matt Groening (The Simpsons)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robin Blakely:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important usually. The book The Gift of Nothing ended up being making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The publication The Gift of Nothing is not only giving you much more new information but also to become



your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book The Gift of Nothing. Y ou never experience lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Robert Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
isyou don't know which you should start with. This The Gift of Nothing is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

George Foulds:

Y ou may spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Gift of Nothing is simple to bring you
canread it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your
smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

William Luke:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this period, many waysto get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this The Gift of Nothing can make you experience more interested to read.
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