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It has been called the most dangerous gang in American history. In Los Angeles
alone it is responsible for over 100 homicides per year. Although it has fewer
than 300 members, it controls a 40,000-strong street army that is eager to
advance its agenda. It waves the flag of the Black Hand and its business is
murder. Although known on the streets for over fifty years, the Mexican Mafia
has flown under the radar of public awareness and has flourished beneath a deep
cover of secrecy. Members are forbidden even to acknowledge its existence. For
the first time in its history, the Mexican Mafia is now getting the attention it has
been striving to avoid. In this briskly written and thoroughly researched book,
Tony Rafael looks at the birth and the blood-soaked growth of this criminal
enterprise through the eyes of the victims, the dropouts, the cops and DAs on the
front lines of the war against the Mexican Mafia. The first book ever published
on the subject, Southern Soldiers is a pioneering work that unveils the operations
of this California prison gang and describes how it grew from a small clique of
inmates into a transnational criminal organization. As the first prison gang ever
to project its power beyond prison walls, the Mexican Mafia controls virtually
every Hispanic neighborhood in Southern California and is rapidly expanding its
influence into the entire Southwest, across the East Coast, and even into Canada.
Riding a wave of unchecked immigration and seemingly beyond the reach of law
enforcement, the Mexican Mafia is poised to become the Cosa Nostra of twenty-
first-century America.
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It has been called the most dangerous gang in American history. In Los Angeles alone it is responsible for
over 100 homicides per year. Although it has fewer than 300 members, it controls a 40,000-strong street
army that is eager to advance its agenda. It waves the flag of the Black Hand and its business is murder.
Although known on the streets for over fifty years, the Mexican Mafia has flown under the radar of public
awareness and has flourished beneath a deep cover of secrecy. Members are forbidden even to acknowledge
its existence. For the first time in its history, the Mexican Mafia is now getting the attention it has been
striving to avoid. In this briskly written and thoroughly researched book, Tony Rafael looks at the birth and
the blood-soaked growth of this criminal enterprise through the eyes of the victims, the dropouts, the cops
and DAs on the front lines of the war against the Mexican Mafia. The first book ever published on the
subject, Southern Soldiers is a pioneering work that unveils the operations of this California prison gang and
describes how it grew from a small clique of inmates into a transnational criminal organization. As the first
prison gang ever to project its power beyond prison walls, the Mexican Mafia controls virtually every
Hispanic neighborhood in Southern California and is rapidly expanding its influence into the entire
Southwest, across the East Coast, and even into Canada. Riding a wave of unchecked immigration and
seemingly beyond the reach of law enforcement, the Mexican Mafia is poised to become the Cosa Nostra of
twenty-first-century America.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Rafael's debut book—a study of the Southern California–based Mexican mafia told mainly from the
perspective of veteran Los Angeles deputy district attorney Anthony Manzella—is a revealing but flawed
work. Despite occasional national headlines about drive-by shootings that claim innocent lives (including the
granddaughter of an LAPD chief), most Americans are probably unfamiliar with the powerful, loosely
organized street gangs that make up the Mexican mafia. Rafael does a workmanlike job of tracing the rise of
these gangs, despite the occasional factual error (e.g., the RICO statute was used to indict criminal groups
besides La Cosa Nostra before the Mexican mafia), but fails to dramatize his overly detailed account of
Manzella's trials. Manzella is an interesting enough figure—a dedicated workaholic throwback who doesn't
use a computer, or even an electric typewriter. But Rafael gives short shrift to the sociology of the rise of the
Mexican mafia. Instead, he offers a final quote from Manzella (We know exactly the kind of families that
produce criminals. I'd like to go in there and take them out. But we can't do that') will leave many with a sour
taste that undercuts Rafael's attempts to make the deputy DA a hero. (July)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From the Publisher
It's been called the most dangerous gang in American history. In Los Angeles alone, it's responsible for over
100 homicides per year. With less than 300 members, it controls a 40,000-strong street army of gangsters
eager to throw down and stand up for the cause. It flies the flag of the Black Hand and its business is murder.
Although known on the streets for over fifty years, the Mexican Mafia has flown under the radar of the
public's awareness and flourished under a deep cover of secrecy. Members are forbidden to even
acknowledge its existence. For the first time, in its history, the Mexican Mafia is getting the attention it's
been trying to avoid. In this briskly written and thoroughly researched book, Tony Rafael looks at the birth
and blood soaked growth of this criminal enterprise through the eyes of the victims, the dropouts and the
cops and DAs on the front lines of the battles against the Mexican Mafia. As the first book ever published on
the subject, this is a pioneering work that unveils the operations of this California prison gang and how it
grew from a small clique of inmates into a transnational criminal enterprise. As the first prison gang to ever
project its power beyond prison walls, the Mexican Mafia controls virtually every Hispanic neighborhood in
Southern California and is rapidly expanding its influence into the entire Southwest, the East Coast and even
into Canada. With law enforcement seemingly powerless to stop it and riding a wave of unchecked
immigration, the Mexican Mafia is poised to become the Cosa Nostra of a demographically changing 21st
century America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hans Diaz:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Mexican Mafia is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.



Rosa Nguyen:

This The Mexican Mafia are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The main reason of this The Mexican Mafia can be one of several great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this The Mexican Mafia giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jennifer Larson:

The Mexican Mafia can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Mexican Mafia yet doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Allen Lutz:

The book untitled The Mexican Mafia contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy
to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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