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Nearly ninety years after itsfirst publication, this celebratory edition of The
Weary Blues reminds us of the stunning achievement of Langston Hughes, who
was just twenty-four at its first appearance. Beginning with the opening “Proem”
(prologue poem)—*1 am aNegro: / Black asthe night is black, / Black like the
depths of my Africa’—Hughes spoke directly, intimately, and powerfully of the
experiences of African Americans at atime when their voices were newly being
heard in our literature. Asthe legendary Carl Van Vechten wrotein a brief
introduction to the original 1926 edition, “His cabaret songs throb with the true
jazz rhythm; his sea-pieces ache with acalm, melancholy lyricism; he cries
bitterly from the heart of hisrace. . . Always, however, his stanzas are
subjective, personal,” and, he concludes, they are the expression of “an
essentially sensitive and subtly illusive nature.” That illusive nature darts among
these early lines and beginsto reveal itself, with precocious confidence and
clarity.

In anew introduction to the work, the poet and editor Kevin Y oung suggests that
Hughes from this very first moment is “celebrating, critiquing, and completing
the American dream,” and that he manages to take Walt Whitman's American

“1” and write himself into it. We find here not only such classics as “ The Negro
Speaks of Rivers’ and the great twentieth-century anthem that begins “1, too, sing
America,” but also the poet’s shorter lyrics and fancies, which dream just as
deeply. “Bring me all of your / Heart melodies,” the young Hughes offers, “ That

I may wrap them / In ablue cloud-cloth / Away from the too-rough fingers/ Of
the world.”
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Nearly ninety years after itsfirst publication, this celebratory edition of The Weary Blues reminds us of the
stunning achievement of Langston Hughes, who was just twenty-four at its first appearance. Beginning with
the opening “Proem” (prologue poem)—"“1 am a Negro: / Black asthe night is black, / Black like the depths
of my Africa’—Hughes spoke directly, intimately, and powerfully of the experiences of African Americans
at atime when their voices were newly being heard in our literature. Asthe legendary Carl Van Vechten
wrote in abrief introduction to the original 1926 edition, “His cabaret songs throb with the true jazz rhythm;
his sea-pieces ache with a calm, melancholy lyricism; he cries bitterly from the heart of hisrace. . . Always,
however, his stanzas are subjective, personal,” and, he concludes, they are the expression of “an essentially
sensitive and subtly illusive nature.” That illusive nature darts among these early lines and beginsto revedl
itself, with precocious confidence and clarity.

In anew introduction to the work, the poet and editor Kevin Y oung suggests that Hughes from this very first
moment is “celebrating, critiquing, and completing the American dream,” and that he manages to take Walt
Whitman’s American “1” and write himsalf into it. We find here not only such classics as “ The Negro Speaks
of Rivers’ and the great twentieth-century anthem that begins “I, too, sing America,” but also the poet’s
shorter lyrics and fancies, which dream just as deeply. “Bring me al of your / Heart melodies,” the young
Hughes offers, “That | may wrap them / In ablue cloud-cloth / Away from the too-rough fingers/ Of the
world.”
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Editorial Review
About the Author

LANGSTON HUGHES was born in Joplin, Missouri, in 1902. After graduation from high school, he spent a
year in Mexico with his father, then ayear studying at Columbia University. Hisfirst poem published in a
nationally known magazine was “ The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” which appeared in Crisisin 1921. In 1925,
he was awarded the First Prize for Poetry from the magazine Opportunity for “The Weary Blues,” which
gaveitstitleto this, hisfirst book of poems. Hughes received his B.A. from Lincoln University in
Pennsylvaniain 1929. In 1943, he was awarded an honorary Litt.D. by his almamater; during hislifetime, he
was also awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship (1935), a Rosenwald Fellowship (1940), and an American
Academy of Artsand Letters Grant (1947). From 1926 until his death in 1967, Hughes devoted histimeto
writing and lecturing. He wrote poetry, short stories, autobiography, song lyrics, essays, humor, and plays. A
cross section of hiswork was published in 1958 as The Langston Hughes Reader; a Selected Poems first
appeared in 1959 and a Collected Poems in 1994. Today, his many works and his contribution to American
letters continue to be cherished and celebrated around the world.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Dream Variation

To fling my arms wide

In some place of the sun,

To whirl and to dance

Till the white day is done.
Then rest at cool evening
Beneath atall tree

While night comes on gently,
Dark like me,—

That is my dream!

To fling my armswide
In the face of the sun,
Dance! whirl! whirl!

Till the quick day is done.
Rest at pale evening....

A tall, slimtree....

Night coming tenderly
Black like me.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Margar et Williams:

Book iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Close



to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Weary Blues will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can fed considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

David Hogan:

The book The Weary Blues can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly
why must we leave the great thing like a book The Weary Blues? Several of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim this book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
may share al of these. Book The Weary Blues has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by available and read abook. Soitis
very wonderful.

Virginia Villalon:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others.
When you read this The Weary Blues, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yoursreserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Hazel Reinoso:

The Weary Blues can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing The Weary Blues however doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and al so based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. Thisgreat information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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