Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth A Novel

By Naguib Mahfouz

Read Online ©

Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth A Novel By Naguib Mahfouz

From the winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature and author of the Cairo
Trilogy, comes Akhenaten, afascinating work of fiction about the most
infamous pharaoh of ancient Egypt.

In this beguiling novel, originally published in Arabic in 1985, Mahfouz tells
with extraordinary insight the story of the "heretic pharaoh," or "sun king,"--the
first known monotheistic ruler--whose iconoclastic and controversia reign during
the 18th Dynasty (1540-1307 B.C.) has uncanny resonance with modern
sensibilities. Narrating the novel is ayoung man with a passion for the truth,
who questions the pharaoh's contemporaries after his horrible death--including
Akhenaten's closest friends, his most bitter enemies, and finally his enigmatic
wife, Nefertiti--in an effort to discover what really happened in those strange,
dark days at Akhenaten's court. As our narrator and each of the subjects he
interviews contribute their version of Akhenaten, "the truth" becomes
increasingly evanescent. Akhenaten encompasses al of the contradictions his
subjects see in him: at once cruel and empathic, feminine and barbaric, mad and
divinely inspired, his character, as Mahfouz imagines him, is eerily modern, and
fascinatingly ethereal. An ambitious and exceptionally lucid and accessible
book, Akhenaten isawork only Mahfouz could render so elegantly, so
irresistibly.
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From the winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature and author of the Cairo Trilogy, comes Akhenaten, a
fascinating work of fiction about the most infamous pharaoh of ancient Egypt.

In this beguiling novel, originally published in Arabic in 1985, Mahfouz tells with extraordinary insight the
story of the "heretic pharaoh," or "sun king,"--the first known monotheistic ruler--whose iconoclastic and
controversia reign during the 18th Dynasty (1540-1307 B.C.) has uncanny resonance with modern
sensibilities. Narrating the novel is ayoung man with a passion for the truth, who questions the pharaoh's
contemporaries after his horrible death--including Akhenaten's closest friends, his most bitter enemies, and
finally his enigmatic wife, Nefertiti--in an effort to discover what really happened in those strange, dark days
at Akhenaten's court. As our narrator and each of the subjects he interviews contribute their version of
Akhenaten, "the truth" becomes increasingly evanescent. Akhenaten encompasses all of the contradictions
his subjects see in him: at once cruel and empathic, feminine and barbaric, mad and divinely inspired, his
character, as Mahfouz imagines him, is eerily modern, and fascinatingly ethereal. An ambitious and
exceptionally lucid and accessible book, Akhenaten isawork only Mahfouz could render so elegantly, so
irresistibly.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Nobel-winning Egyptian novelist Mahfouz (The Cairo Trilogy) appropriates, to wonderful effect, the craft of
the biographer in these 14 elegant fictional testimonies on the brief but dazzling reign of the "heretic"
pharach Akhenaten and his enigmatic queen, Nefertiti. First published in Arabic in 1985, newly translated
into English, the narrative comprises many subjective versions of the early religious zealot Akhenaten's rule.
Twenty years after the end of his reign, witnesses, royalty and relatives recount their stories to ayoung
nobleman's son, Meriamun, who professes a passion for unearthing the truth. The particulars of Akhenaten's
reign are unquestioned: the son of the great pharaoh Amenhotep |11 and Queen Tiye, Akhenaten isasickly,
irreverent and spiritually inclined young man who ascends the throne when his brother dies. Inspired by
religious visions, Akhenaten scorns Egypt's traditional pantheism and declares his devotion to the One and
Only God. When his fervor leads him to decree that hisreligion shall be Egypt's creed, the pharaoh offends
the al-powerful priests and invites civil dissension and foreign invasion. Eventually, he diesaonein his
deserted city. Some of the narrators remain sympathetic to Akhenaten, including the heartbroken former
royal sculptor Bek, who designed the shining new city of Aketaten. The High Priest of Amun, on the other
hand, bitterly ruesthe era of the "mad king," while Ay, father of Nefertiti and former counselor to
Akhenaten, diplomatically vacillates. The record culminates with Nefertiti's impassioned confession, though
intentionally readers are left wondering: Which point of view are we supposed to believe? The making of
history, like fiction, dwellsin itsinfinite ramifications, and Mahfouz, ever the masterly stylist, accomplishes
his lesson flawlessly. (Mar.)

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

In anovel set during the eleventh century B.C., Mahfouz details the story of ayoung boy, Meriamum, who
seeks to uncover the "truth” about the titular character, the recently deceased pharaoh. Akhenaten, Egypt's
first monotheistic ruler, endured a controversial reign, during which he struggled to impart his divine vision
to an unwilling nation. Armed with aletter of introduction, Meriamum is granted interviews with those
closest to the pharaoh: adiverse array of charactersthat include the high priest, childhood friends, soldiers, a
harem member, and finally Nefertiti, Akhenaten's wife. As Meriamum pieces together the disparate
accounts, both he and the reader are given afascinating glimpse of Akhenaten, a man compelled to follow
his faith no matter how disastrous the consequences. Mahfouz populates his engrossing novel with characters
that are believably human and flawed; their conflicts with religion and politics have atimeless quality to
which readers will respond. Although some might complain that the content of the interviews often becomes
repetitive, readers interested in ancient Egypt will find this book immensely appealing. Brendan Dowling

From Kirkus Reviews

A first US publication of a 1985 novel, by the 1988 Nobel laureate, examines the life of the *"heretic"
pharaoh of Egypt's 18th dynasty (of, roughly, the 14th century b.c.), whose stubborn embrace of monotheism
challenged his culture's most cherished traditions and may have precipitated his early death. The
recollections of Akhenaten's supporters and enemiesincluding various counsel ors and subordinates, the
military leaders who deplored his "madness," and his alluring queen Nefertiti (said to resemble “"a
mysterious carving with no inscription to explain it")solicited by a scholarly young nobleman who seeks to
separate the (ever elusive) truth from legend, comprise a fascinating indirect picture of a uniquely tormented,
perhaps genuinely visionary soul. Mahfouz isamarvel: afabulist of real genius whose expressive power and
mastery of narrative economy haven't diminished an iotain more than a half-century of inspired literary
achievement. -- Copyright ©2000, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lori Morgan:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth A Novel.

Bertha Franke:

Beside this particular Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth A Novel in your phone, it can give you away to get more
close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here isfresh in
the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth A Novel because this book offers for you readable information.
Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Johnnie Colby:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
specia than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. On the list
of booksin thetop list in your reading list is Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth A Novel. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Susan Albro:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth A Novel was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth A Novel
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
this.
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