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America is Elsewhere provides a rigorous and creative reconsideration of hard-
boiled crime fiction and the film noir tradition within three related postwar
contexts: 1) the rise of the consumer republic in the United States after World
War II 2) the challenge to traditional notions of masculinity posed by a new form
of citizenship based in consumption, and 3) the simultaneous creation of
"authenticity effects" -- representational strategies designed to safeguard an
image of both the American male and America itself outside of and in opposition
to the increasingly omnipresent marketplace. Films like Double Indemnity, Ace in
the Hole, and Kiss Me Deadly alongside novels by Dashiel Hammett and
Raymond Chandler provide rich examples for the first half of the study. The
second is largely devoted to works less commonly understood in relation to the
hard-boiled and noir canon. Examinations of the conspiracy films from the
Seventies and Eighties -- like Klute and The Parallax View -- novels by Thomas
Pynchon, Chester Himes and William Gibson reveal the persistence and
evolution of these authenticity effects across the second half of the American
twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this lucidly written study, Erik Dussere deftly combines a wide-ranging examination of social and
political forces with the detailed textual scrutiny of a range of films and novels to produce an original and
illuminating discussion of film noir as an oppositional critique of consumer culture. America Is Elsewhere
not only extends our understanding of film noir, but offers a penetrating analysis of post-war American
culture."--Andrew Spicer, coeditor of A Companion to Film Noir

"America Is Elsewhere provides a rigorous consideration of key texts in hard-boiled and film noir traditions.
While other studies have considered these texts in relation to consumption and masculinity, Dussere strikes
important new ground by including the crucial and contested postwar concept of authenticity in his
examination. The result is a nuanced and creative addition to our study of these works and the period as a
whole."--Abigail Cheever, author of Real Phonies: Cultures of Authenticity in Post-World War II America

About the Author

Erik Dussere is Associate Professor of Literature at American University. He is the author of Balancing the
Books: Faulkner, Morrison, and the Economies of Slavery.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Tiller:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
America Is Elsewhere: The Noir Tradition in the Age of Consumer Culture? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Donnie Matthews:

This America Is Elsewhere: The Noir Tradition in the Age of Consumer Culture book is not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This specific America Is Elsewhere: The Noir Tradition in the Age of Consumer



Culture without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry America Is Elsewhere: The Noir Tradition in the Age of Consumer Culture
can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This America Is Elsewhere: The Noir Tradition in the
Age of Consumer Culture having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Steven Green:

The guide with title America Is Elsewhere: The Noir Tradition in the Age of Consumer Culture contains a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Joseph Lee:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book America Is Elsewhere: The Noir Tradition in the Age of Consumer Culture we can
have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Only
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book
America Is Elsewhere: The Noir Tradition in the Age of Consumer Culture. You can more desirable than
now.
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