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What impact has Christianity had on the law from its beginnings to the present
day? This introduction explores the main legal teachings of Western Christianity,
set out in the texts and traditions of scripture and theology, philosophy and
jurisprudence. It takes up the weightier matters of the law that Christianity has
profoundly shaped - justice and mercy, rule and equity, discipline and love - as
well as more technical topics of canon law, natural law, and state law. Some of
these legal creations were wholly original to Christianity. Others were converted
from Jewish and classical traditions. Still others were reformed by Renaissance
humanists and Enlightenment philosophers. But whether original or reformed,
these Christian teachings on law, politics and society have made and can
continue to make fundamental contributions to modern law in the West and
beyond.
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What impact has Christianity had on the law from its beginnings to the present day? This introduction
explores the main legal teachings of Western Christianity, set out in the texts and traditions of scripture and
theology, philosophy and jurisprudence. It takes up the weightier matters of the law that Christianity has
profoundly shaped - justice and mercy, rule and equity, discipline and love - as well as more technical topics
of canon law, natural law, and state law. Some of these legal creations were wholly original to Christianity.
Others were converted from Jewish and classical traditions. Still others were reformed by Renaissance
humanists and Enlightenment philosophers. But whether original or reformed, these Christian teachings on
law, politics and society have made and can continue to make fundamental contributions to modern law in
the West and beyond.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This volume provides an authoritative introduction to some of the legal teachings of Western Christian
tradition - as set out in the texts and traditions of Scripture and theology, philosophy and jurisprudence. ...
there will be few readers who do not come away having learned more and having been inspired to think more
deeply on the past and continuing impact of Christianity on the law.' Ecclesiastical Law Journal

"The editors are to be congratul ated in bringing together within a single cover material which is authoritative,
incisive and provocative. | anticipate that this volume will soon find itself on the bookshelves of law school
libraries and theological colleges alike, and it will readily take its place as the first port of call on reading
lists across a broad range of subjects..."' Ecclesiology

About the Author

John Witte, Jr is Jonas Robitscher Professor of Law and Director of the Center for the Study of Law and
Religion at Emory University. His many publications include The Reformation of Rights: Law, Religion and
Human Rightsin Early Modern Calvinism (2007) and Law and Protestantism: The Legal Teachings of the
Lutheran Reformation (2002).

Frank S. Alexander is Professor of Law and Founding Director of the Center for the Study of Law and
Religion at Emory University. He is co-editor with John Witte Jr. of The Teachings of Modern Christianity
on Law, Palitics and Human Nature (2006).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Laura McLaughlin:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not attempting Christianity and Law: An
Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world far better then how they react when it comesto the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So, for al you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Christianity and Law: An
Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion) become your current starter.

William Ochoa:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine.
Christianity and Law: An Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.



Adam Tonn:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Christianity and Law: An Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion) offer you a new experiencein
studying a book.

Virginia Johnson:

Beside that Christianity and Law: An Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion) in your phone, it
can give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may
got hereis fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Christianity and Law: An Introduction (Cambridge Companionsto
Religion) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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