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In this prize-winning book, one of the most prominent political theorists of our
time makes a major statement about what democracy is and why it is important. 
Robert Dahl examines the most basic assumptions of democratic theory, tests
them against the questions raised by its critics, and recasts the theory of
democracy into a new and coherent whole.  He concludes by discussing the
directions in which democracy must move if advanced democratic states are to
exist in the future. 
“When Robert Dahl speaks about democracy, everyone should listen.  With
Democracy and Its Critics Dahl has produced a work destined to become another
classic.”?Lucian W. Pye, American Political Science Review
“In this magisterial work [Dahl]… describe[s] what democracy means…; why
our own democracy is still deeply flawed; and how we could reform it…. A work
of extraordinary intelligence and, what is even rarer, a work of extraordinary
wisdom.”?Robert N. Bellah, New York Times Book Review
Robert A. Dahl, Sterling Professor of Political Science Emeritus at Yale
Universtiy, is also the author of Who Governs?, After the Revolution?,
Polyarchy, and Dilemmas of Pluralist Democracy, all available from Yale
University Press.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Dahl defends democracy against various criticisms, including anarchism and its tenet that even democracy is
coercive; the normative view that democracy is less desirable than elite rule; and the empirical claim that
democracy is impossible due to an inevitable existence of an elite. Dahl argues that a widespread distribution
of wealth is necessary for meaningful political democracy, an idea he discussed more fully in A Preface to
Economic Democracy ( LJ 9/1/85). He also suggests how political institutions can prevent control by elites
by incorporating groups of randomly selected citizens into the system. Dahl is well-known in political
science for his major contributions to democratic theory; although this book contains material revised from
earlier works, it is a necessary purchase for graduate libraries and recommended for undergraduate and
public libraries.
- David Steiniche, Missouri Western State Coll., St. Joseph
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
In this prize-winning book, one of the most prominent political theorists of our time makes a major statement
about what democracy is and why it is important. Robert Dahl examines the most basic assumptions of
democratic theory, tests them against the questions raised by its critics, and recasts the theory of democracy
into a new and coherent whole. He concludes by discussing the direction in which democracy must move if
advanced democratic states are to exist in the future.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Charles:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Democracy and Its
Critics. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Ernie Fleishman:

The book untitled Democracy and Its Critics contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.



Casey Reeves:

This Democracy and Its Critics is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information
since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Democracy and Its Critics can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Gloria Castaldo:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Democracy and Its Critics can give you a lot of friends
because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Democracy and Its Critics.
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