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On June 25, 1989, the naked corpse of schoolteacher Susan Reinert was found
wedged into her hatchback car in a hotel parking lot near Philadelphia's "Main
Line."  Her two children had vanished.  The Main Line Murder Case burst upon
the headlines--and wasn't resolved for seven years.  Now, master crime writer
Joseph Wambaugh reconstructs the case from its roots, recounting the details,
drama, players and pawns in this bizarre crime that shocked the nation and tore
apart a respectable suburban town.  The massive FBI and state police
investigation ultimately centered on two men.  Dr. Jay C. Smith--By day he was
principal of Upper Merion High School where Susan Reinert taught.  At night he
was a sadist who indulged in porno, drugs, and weapons.  William Bradfield--He
was a bearded and charismatic English teacher and classics scholar, but his real
genius was for juggling women--three at a time.  One of those women was Susan
Reinert.  How these two men are connected, how the brilliant murder was carried
off, and how the investigators closed this astounding case makes for Wambaugh's
most compelling book yet.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The bizarre, seven-year-long case of an Upper Merion, Pa., high school teacher, Susan Reinert, found
murdered in 1979, and her two missing children receives masterful treatment from police novelist
Wambaugh, who is now building a reputation as a true-crime writer. He shows the dead teacher's lover,
colleague and beneficiary of her insurance policiesamounting to about $750,000to have been a superficial
intellectual, able to dazzle impressionable high school students and to gather around himself a coterie of
naive and trusting neurotics. There is no doubt in the author's mind that William Bradfielda Pied Piper of the
chronologically adult but psychically underdevelopedcommitted the crime in concert with the former
principal of the school, Jay Smith, whom he portrays as a sociopath. The skein of murder is highly complex,
but Wambaugh unravels it superbly. 150,000 first printing.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Wambaugh's latest is a true murder story in an unlikely setting: an upper middle-class suburban Philadelphia
high school. English teacher Susan Reinert and her two children were the victims of a bizarre conspiracy
hatched by her colleague William Bradfield and her former principal Jay Smith. Both men were convicted
after a seven-year investigation. The case is also the subject of Loretta Schwartz-Nobel's Engaged to Murder
( LJ 2/1/86). However, Wambaugh's account is preferable. Where Schwartz-Nobel seems perplexed by
Bradfield's character, Wambaugh convincingly identifies the guilty men's motives as sociopathic. Also,
Wambaugh is a master of the crime genre and he deftly handles the twists and turns of the intricate plot.
Recommended. Gregor A . Preston, Univ. of California Lib., Davis
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Publisher
On June 25, 1989, the naked corpse of schoolteacher Susan Reinert was found wedged into her hatchback car
in a hotel parking lot near Philadelphia's "Main Line." Her two children had vanished. The Main Line
Murder Case burst upon the headlines--and wasn't resolved for seven years. Now, master crime writer Joseph
Wambaugh reconstructs the case from its roots, recounting the details, drama, players and pawns in this
bizarre crime that shocked the nation and tore apart a respectable suburban town. The massive FBI and state
police investigation ultimately centered on two men. Dr. Jay C. Smith--By day he was principal of Upper
Merion High School where Susan Reinert taught. At night he was a sadist who indulged in porno, drugs, and
weapons. William Bradfield--He was a bearded and charismatic English teacher and classics scholar, but his
real genius was for juggling women--three at a time. One of those women was Susan Reinert. How these two
men are connected, how the brilliant murder was carried off, and how the investigators closed this
astounding case makes for Wambaugh's most compelling book yet.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Cooke:

This Echoes in the Darkness book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Echoes in the



Darkness without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't become worry Echoes in the Darkness can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Echoes in
the Darkness having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Anna Wright:

Often the book Echoes in the Darkness will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to
you. The book Echoes in the Darkness is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Dennis Johnson:

Often the book Echoes in the Darkness has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get
a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before
write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Irene Parker:

Echoes in the Darkness can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Echoes in the Darkness but doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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