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In a chilly dawn in 1912, a fisherman finds a beautiful infant floating on an ice
floe in the North Atlantic. This is her story. The inhabitants of the fishing village
believe she is a changeling. But it is only many years later, after marriage and
motherhood, that the mystery of her origins is solved.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this meandering tale of an extraordinary woman's life, Clark (Eriksdottir; Swimming Toward the Light)
strives to give everyday existence a magical aura, with mixed results. The novel opens with a fantastic
conceit: a baby in a basket on a piece of ice survives the sinking of the Titanic and is discovered by a kindly
Newfoundland fisherman, Francis St. Croix. He dubs her Aurora because she is found "in a gleaming dawn,"
and she becomes part of the St. Croix family. Aurora is a delightfully quirky child, who seems to embody the
unusual circumstances of her incredible journey. She has white hair, is never cold, gambols barefoot where
others hesitate to tread, loves nature and has a special affinity for animals. The small community in the
valley of the Drook, where the St. Croix family lives, looks upon her as of another world. Even Tom Mulloy,
the man she comes to marry, sees her as "a fairy maid." The book shifts from Aurora's story to that of her
children: Nancy, a headstrong woman who wants to be everything her mother isn't, and Stanley, a late
bloomer who overcomes personal tragedy and retains his mother's passion for exploration, becoming a deep-
sea-diving expert on ice. It is Nancy's daughter, Sheila, who unravels Aurora's mysterious past and links her
to a family that set out on the Titanic for a new life in America. Clark captures the stark magnificence of
Newfoundland and portrays a changing world as technology and civilization make indelible marks on a
fading seafaring era. Labored prose and overdetailed storytelling weigh down the tale, but Aurora's story will
please those with an interest in northerly lands and Titanic mythmaking.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

One morning in 1912, Newfoundland fisherman Francis St. Croix finds a baby floating on a chunk of ice.
When no one claims her, he takes her as his own and names her Aurora. Her mysterious origins plus her
white hair and her eyes, one blue and one brown make people suspicious. But as the years pass she gains
acceptance, marries lighthouse keeper Tom, and has two children whose lives reflect the social, cultural, and
political developments in Newfoundland. Daughter Nancy leaves home for the city of St. John and has an
affair with one of her instructors that results in a child and then marriage, and son Stan becomes a scientist
studying ice. It is Nancy's daughter who finally solves the mystery of Aurora's heritage. Clark (Victory of
Geraldine Gull) weaves Newfoundland traditions, shipwrecks, and the barren, ice-covered landscape into the
ebb and flow of the lives of her characters as they experience the Depression, war, and the Sixties to create a
story of an outsider's gradual acceptance of and by a community. Recommended. Joshua Cohen, Mid-
Hudson Lib. Syst., Poughkeepsie, NY

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
In a novel as subtle as the working of water on ice, set in a place in the North Atlantic known as the
Latitudes of Melt where icebergs dissolve, Clark reveals the life of Aurora St. Croix, who was discovered as
an infant on an ice pan off the coast of Newfoundland, and explores how families, emotions, and countries
are lost, found, or sometimes simply melt away. Clark writes for both adults and children, and the fancy
found in tales for the young shapes Aurora's childhood as she wanders the barrens, runs into fairies, and
takes up residence with a fox family. As odd as that may seem in a novel that tackles the confederation of
Canada, the prejudice of Protestant families in Ireland, and death in any number of manifestations, it's just

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


that juxtaposition of the fey and the mundane that moves the novel forward. Lush with the revelations of
many characters and the richly described landscape of Newfoundland, Clark's tale exposes the daily struggle
to build a life and cope with its inevitable dissolution. Neal Wyatt
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amy Hewitt:

The book Latitudes of Melt can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Latitudes of Melt? Several of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Latitudes of Melt has simple shape however you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So
it is very wonderful.

Connie Simpson:

This Latitudes of Melt book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Latitudes of Melt without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Latitudes of Melt can bring when you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Latitudes of
Melt having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Floretta Simmons:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Latitudes of
Melt suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled
Latitudes of Meltis one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Debra Durso:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Latitudes of Melt. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your



knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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