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This is the first comprehensive book-length study of gender politics in Ngugi wa
Thiong'o's fiction. Brendon Nicholls argues that mechanisms of gender
subordination are strategically crucial to Ngugi's ideological project from his first
novel to his most recent one. Nicholls describes the historical pressures that lead
Ngugi to represent women as he does, and shows that the novels themselves are
symptomatic of the cultural conditions that they address. Reading Ngugi's fiction
in terms of its Gikuyu allusions and references, a gendered narrative of history
emerges that creates transgressive spaces for women. Nicholls bases his
discussion on moments during the Mau Mau rebellion when women's
contributions to the anticolonial struggle could not be reduced to a patriarchal
narrative of Kenyan history, and this interpretive maneuver permits a reading of
Ngugi's fiction that accommodates female political and sexual agency. Nicholls
contributes to postcolonial theory by proposing a methodology for reading
cultural difference. This methodology critiques cultural practices like
clitoridectomy in an ethical manner that seeks to avoid both cultural imperialism
and cultural relativisim. His strategy of 'performative reading,' that is, making the
conditions of one text (such as folklore, history, or translation) active in another
(for example, fiction, literary narrative, or nationalism), makes possible an ethical
reading of gender and of the conditions of reading in translation.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Brendon Nicholls revisits old issues such as gender and nationalism in African literature with freshness and
deploys historical context in his reading of Ngugi's texts with amazing discrimination. His book compels us
to look at the politics of translation in African literature with new insights and to see translation as a source
of creative energy and agency, rather than the space within which "original" meaning or the autochthon is
violated'. James Ogude, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa and author of Ngugi's Novels and
African History '... the book provides readers with a clear grasp of the subject matter... Recommended.'
Choice 'A well-researched and highly theoretical monograph...' Review of English Studies '... very informed
and illuminating analysis.' Wasafiri

About the Author
Brendon Nicholls is a Lecturer in African and Postcolonial Literatures in the School of English, University
of Leeds. He was Deputy Co-Director of the Institute for Colonial and Postcolonial Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Gender,
and the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Christopher Thompson:

The book untitled Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Gender, and the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice learn.

Angela Yoder:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Gender, and the Ethics



of Postcolonial Reading can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Bernice Capps:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Gender, and
the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should
have Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Gender, and the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading.
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