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Here is an unforgettable true story of a young boy's remarkable journey from a
refugee camp in Sudan to an affluent Chicago suburb where his family survives
on welfare. Following his father's advice to treat all people - even the most
unsightly beetles - as though they were angels sent from heaven, Mawi Asgedom
overcomes racial prejudice, language barriers, and financial disadvantage,
eventually realizing his dream of a full-tuition scholarship to Harvard University.
Of Beetles and Angels is a compelling survival story sure to inspire readers of all
ages and backgrounds.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In 1983, at age seven, the author and his family arrived in this country, having fled the Eritrean and
Ethiopian conflict. "This earnest account of Asgedom's life up to his graduation from Harvard is peppered
with powerful moments," wrote PW. Ages 10-up.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
When he was four years old, Asgedom's family left their war-ravaged home in Ethiopia. They spent three
years in a Sudanese refugee camp before coming to the U.S. in 1983, where they were settled by World
Relief in a wealthy white suburb near Chicago. He later earned a full scholarship to Harvard, where in 1999
he delivered the commencement address. His simple lyrical narrative, both wry and tender, stays true to the
child's viewpoint as he grows up, taunted at school, but pretty bad and rough himself. His coming-of-age
story is both darkened and enriched by the stories he hears about his parents' lives back home and by the
pieces he remembers. At the center of the book is his father, a fierce family disciplinarian, once an all-
powerful medical assistant at home, now reduced to a "beetle," unemployed, half-blind, raging at his
dependency. Only at the very end, when Asgedom spells out the metaphor of the title, does the message
overwhelm the story. What stays with you is the quiet, honest drama of a family's heartrending journey.
Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
I read this book in one sitting and then left my chair convinced that the world was a better place than when I
had sat down. --Allison Morris, New England Children's Bookselling Advisory Council

In 39 Years of teaching, I have never assigned a book the kids like so well. --Judith Pond, 8th grade teacher,
Richmond Middle School, Hanover (NH)

Our students have read Of Beetles and Angels and heard him speak. Mawi is a hero to my students and to
me. --Dr. Patricia Harvey, Superintendent, St. Paul MN Public Schools

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Conway:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a
Refugee Camp to Harvard. Try to make book Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a
Refugee Camp to Harvard as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Rickie Miller:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's
Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard had been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Of
Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Of Beetles and Angels: A
Boy's Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard. You never feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Wendy Ray:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to
Harvard can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time
problems.

Douglas Brim:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard offer you a
new experience in looking at a book.
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