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Ever taller and more dramatic, skyscrapers are being built everywhere. This book
looks at contemporary examples, from the perspective of both their architecture
and their engineering. The author explains the structural principles behind the
creation of tall buildings and how they are designed to withstand earthquakes,
high winds, fire and terrorist attack. An introduction covers the architectural and
cultural history of the skyscraper, using choice examples to illustrate key
engineering developments and the variety of basic design types. The main part of
the book then analyzes 29 of the most interesting recent skyscrapers from around
the world. Each project is illustrated in full colour, while the text, architects'
drawings and details show how the each is constructed and what innovative
design features it incorporates. Featured architects include Foster & Partners,
Renzo Piano, Jean Nouvel and Zaha Hadid.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
At first, the title seems broad. And, well, it is; there are plenty of skyscrapers out there. But only 30, some of
which are still under construction, receive detailed treatments by Wells, a practicing structural engineer.
Wells dedicates most of his text to construction principles, which architecture and engineering buffs will
appreciate. The text is supplemented by lively photos as well as architectural plans and blueprints. Behind
the visual comprehensiveness, though, is a downside: the language is often stilted. For instance, in the write-
up of the Swiss Re building in London, Wells writes, "The striking silhouette records how a design process
that draws together the ideas of disparate thinkers and inventors, identifying their essences and then
reconciling these with tested methods to make a new whole, can create a radical-looking building while
remaining within an essentially conservative remit." Such roundabout language, unfortunately, is used
throughout the book. Still, even without the verbal finesse, the book's worth a look for its technically sound
and well-presented information. 75 b/w and 175 color illustrations.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Drawing from construction in the past decade, Wells critiques 29 notable new skyscrapers, including a ski
jump in Austria and a spirelike tower in Dublin, Ireland. Exhibiting no dominant aesthetic or engineering
trait (except in East Asia, where the title for world's tallest building is avidly contested), the collection of
structures draws Wells' analysis of each edifice's distinctive features and its compatibility with its
neighborhood. He discerns a trend, however, in several designs' application of aerodynamics to lessen wind
loads; one radical building (the Wing Tower in Glasgow, Scotland) freely pivots, behaving like a
weathervane. Another curvy shape in London (the Swiss Re^B Headquarters) looks like an artillery shell
crossed with a Faberge egg. An office building, it at least has a practical purpose, something lacking in one
outright folly Wells describes. Go to Las Vegas and see the Stratosphere Tower, which, crowned by a roller
coaster, seems to symbolize its own artificiality and that of the city it bestrides. Whatever statement
contemporary buildings make, Wells' generously illustrated album translates it for architecture fans. Gilbert
Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
." . .a tour of twenty-nine case studies. . . All are fun to look at and contemplate."--"Virginia Quarterly
Review"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

This Skyscrapers: Structure and Design book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Skyscrapers: Structure and Design without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Skyscrapers: Structure and Design can bring when you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


phone. This Skyscrapers: Structure and Design having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Bruce Benedict:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Skyscrapers: Structure and Design
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Danny Saleem:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Skyscrapers: Structure and Design can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have
those short spare time problems.

Roberta Nieves:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Skyscrapers: Structure and
Design.
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