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There are many different scientifically valid ways to produce knowledge. The
field of International Relations should pay closer attention to these
methodological differences, and to their implications for concrete research on
world politics.

The Conduct of Inquiry in International Relations provides an introduction to the
philosophy of science issues and their implications for the study of global
politics. The author draws attention to the problems caused by the misleading
notion of asingle unified scientific method, and proposes a framework that
clarifies the variety of waysthat IR scholars establish the authority and validity
of their empirical claims. Jackson connects philosophical considerations with
concrete issues of research design within neopositivist, critical realist, analyticist,
and reflexive approaches to the study of world politics. Envisioning a pluralist
science for aglobal IR field, this volume organizes the significant differences
between methodological stances so as to promote internal consistency, public
discussion, and worldly insight as the hallmarks of any scientific study of world
palitics.

This important volume will be essential reading for all students and scholars of
International Relations, Political Science and Philosophy of Science.
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Editorial Review
Review

In addition to providing a novel way of organizing approachesto social scientificinquiry in thefield,
The Conduct of Inquiry of International Relations makesinsightful and provocative claims about
important issuesin the philosophy of science. At its heart, Jackson’s book is a powerful call for
pluralism built on a diverse and inclusive under standing of what it meansto do social science. The
International Studies Association Theory Section Book Award, 2013.

'Jackson haswritten a practical text that students can useto situate themselves and their workswithin
agiven tradition, avoid using certain language and techniques, and produce a coher ent work without
jumping from one paradigm to another. In thisregard, The Conduct of Inquiry in I nternational
Relations serves as a useful textbook for graduate studentsand junior researchers. It isa
comprehensive, educative and ambitious work that could ease dialogues among scholar s from various
epistemic communities.' - Mehran Mazinani, Journal of Critical Realism, Vol. 11, 4, 2012

'‘Jackson’s book offersa lucid presentation of four traditions of research, illustrated with sympathetic
discussions?but also thoughtful critiques?of leading exemplars. The conduct of inquiry in I nternational
Relationsisone of those rare textsthat transcendsits genre asit constitutes an original analysis of the
foundations of social inquiry. One of its achievementsisto situate each of the four approachesin
distinct philosophical traditions, and to explicate their different genealogies and intellectual and

nor mative commitments.' - Richard New Lebow, International Affairs, Vol. 87, 5, September 2011

'The Conduct of Inquiry in International Relations outlines a constructive and convincing path for
getting beyond unproductive debates about therelative merits of the various methodologies that
inform IR. Calling for a post-foundational IR that rests on a more expansive definition of science than
that which is conventionally accepted by thefield, Patrick Jackson makes a compelling case for an
engaged pluralism that isrespectful of the different philosophical groundingsthat inform a variety of
equally valid scientific traditions, each of which can usefully contribute to a more comprehensive and
informed under standing of world palitics.' - J. Ann Tickner, School of international Relations, University
of Southern California

'Thisisabook that will have a degp and lasting impact on thefield. It displaysimpressive and
sophisticated scholar ship, but lightly worn and presented in an engaging manner, student-friendly but
never patronising or afraid to challenge thereader. | know no better account of the various ways by
which one can study IR scientifically and | am confident that thisisatext that will be very widely
adopted.' - Chris Brown, Professor of International Relations, London School of Economics

'Neatly framed, balanced, informed, lucid and, yes, important, thisistherare book | wish | had
written myself. Not that | could have doneit nearly aswell.' - Nick Onuf

'In thisvigorously argued, incisive and important book P.T. Jackson liberates us from the misplaced
polarity between " hard, scientific* and " soft, interpretive" approachesthat has bedeviled
international relations scholarship for half a century. Neither approach has any grounding among
philosopher s of science with their insistence on theirreducibly pluralist nature of science. The



immense value of thisbook isits accessibility and the intimate connectionsit builds between theories of
international relations and their philosophical foundations— or lack ther eof. Neo-positivist, reflexivigt,
critical realist and analytical stances can now engage in ecumenical dialoguerather than shouting
matches or with silent scorn. If you are accustomed to wor ship only in your favorite chapel, hereisan
invitation to visit a magnificent cathedral. Graduate field seminarsin international relations now have
accessto afirst-ratetext.' - Peter J. Katzenstein, Walter S. Carpenter, Jr. Professor of International
Sudies, Cornell Universtiy

"Not only is The Conduct of Inquiry in IR a breathtakingly original and rigorous analysis of the
scholarly work in thefield, it isalso an excellent teaching tool for graduate and upper level

under graduate students. By showing how ontological starting pointslead to a variety of
methodological options, Patrick Jackson opensup a broad toolkit for the production of knowledgein
IR. Hisuse of philosophy of scienceisboth rich and accessible to the unacquainted reader, and brings
to the light numer ous misunder standings, false ar gumentations, and incorrect presumptionsthat have
become common to thefield. Asaresult, The Conduct of Inquiry isboth revealing and instructive, and
amust-read to all who have an interest in reflecting on what’s actually being donein IR.' - Gerard van
der Ree

'l must confessthat | had begun to despair that | would ever read anything regarding the " science
question” in International Relations (IR) that did not either founder on the Scylla of philosophical
dilettantism or drown in the Charybdis of disciplinary obscuritanism. Patrick Thaddeus Jackson’s
The Conduct of Inquiry in I nternational Relations has cured me of that despair. Skillfully navigating
between the twin hazardsthat have proven fatal to so many earlier efforts, Jackson provides uswith a
pluralistic vision of scientificinquiry in thefield of IR that is philosophically sound yet accessibleto
non-specialistsin the philosophy of science.' - Andrew A Latham, in Review of Palitics

'Thebook isvery well written, and it doesa great job of laying out its methodological taxonomy. It
presentsalot of philosophy to an IR audiencein a clear, concise, and accurate way.' - Daniel McArthur,
in Education and Culture: The Journal of the John Dewey Society

About the Author

Patrick Thaddeus Jackson is Professor of International Relations and Associate Dean for Undergraduate
Education in the School of International Service at the American University in Washington, DC. He isthe
author of Civilizing the Enemy (2006) and the co-editor of Civilizational Identity (2007).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeff Puckett:

Book iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Conduct of Inquiry in International Relations:
Philosophy of Science and Its Implications for the Study of World Politics (New International Relations) will
make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that open or reading a book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they can be thought like



that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Mary McKay:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Conduct of Inquiry in
International Relations: Philosophy of Science and Its Implications for the Study of World Politics (New
International Relations) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you may pick The Conduct of Inquiry in International Relations: Philosophy of Science and
Its Implications for the Study of World Politics (New International Relations) become your starter.

Peggy Elmore:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Conduct of Inquiry in International
Relations: Philosophy of Science and Its Implications for the Study of World Politics (New International
Relations) can make you sense more interested to read.

Olive Griffin:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Conduct of Inquiry in International Relations: Philosophy of Science and Its
Implications for the Study of World Palitics (New International Relations) when you needed it?
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