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The question of how ordinary people related to totalitarian regimes is still far
from being answered. The tension between repression and consensus makes
analysis difficult; where one ends and the other beginsis never easy to determine.
In the case of fascist Italy, recent scholarship has tended to tilt the balance in
favour of popular consensus for the regime, identifying in the novel ideological
and cultural aspects of Mussolini'srule a'political religion' which bound the
population to the fascist |eader.

The Party and the People presents a different picture. While not underestimating
the force of ideological factors, Paul Corner argues that 'real existing Fascism', as
lived by alarge part of the population, was in fact an increasingly negative
experience and reflected few of those colourful and attractive features of fascist
propaganda which have induced more favourable interpretations of the regime.
Distinguishing clearly between the fascist project and its realisation, Corner
examines the ways in which the fascist party asserted itself at the local leve in
the widely-differing areas of Italy, at its corruption and malfunctioning, and at
the mounting wave of popular resentment against it during the course of the
1930s - resentment and hostility which, in effect, signalled the failure of the
project. The Party and the People, based largely on unpublished archival
material, concludes by suggesting that the abuse of power by fascists mirrors
much wider problemsin Italy related to the relationship between the public and
the private and to the modes of utilisation of power, both in the past and in the
present.
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The question of how ordinary people related to totalitarian regimesis till far from being answered. The
tension between repression and consensus makes analysis difficult; where one ends and the other beginsis
never easy to determine. In the case of fascist Italy, recent scholarship has tended to tilt the balance in favour
of popular consensus for the regime, identifying in the novel ideological and cultural aspects of Mussolini's
rule a'palitical religion' which bound the population to the fascist leader.

The Party and the People presents a different picture. While not underestimating the force of ideological
factors, Paul Corner arguesthat 'real existing Fascism', as lived by alarge part of the population, wasin fact
an increasingly negative experience and reflected few of those colourful and attractive features of fascist
propaganda which have induced more favourable interpretations of the regime. Distinguishing clearly
between the fascist project and its realisation, Corner examines the ways in which the fascist party asserted
itself at the local level in the widely-differing areas of Italy, at its corruption and malfunctioning, and at the
mounting wave of popular resentment against it during the course of the 1930s - resentment and hostility
which, in effect, signalled the failure of the project. The Party and the People, based largely on unpublished
archival material, concludes by suggesting that the abuse of power by fascists mirrors much wider problems
in Italy related to the relationship between the public and the private and to the modes of utilisation of power,
both in the past and in the present.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Therichness of its documentary sources, the breadth of its territorial coverage, and the rigor of its analysis
make this book an inval uable addition to the historical scholarship on Italian fascism as it existed and was
experienced at the provincial level."--Anthony L. Cardoza, American Historical Review

"If astudy deserves exuberant praise from Richard Evans, it is...Paul Corner'sinvestigation of fascismin the
provinces."--Martin Baumeister, German Historical Institute Y ear Book 2014

"[A] stimulating, powerfully argued and important new study of the relationship between the fascist party
and popular opinion in inter-war Italy..."--Christopher Duggan, European History Quarterly

About the Author

Educated at the universities of Cambridge and Oxford, Paul Corner has taught in Borneo, England, and
Italy. He was research fellow at St. Antony's College, Oxford, then Director of the Centre for the Advanced
Study of Italian Society at the University of Reading, and - since 1987 - has been Professor of European
History at the University of Sienain Italy where he is also Director of the Centre for the Study of Totalitarian
Regimes. Author of many publications relating to Italian Fascism and to totalitarianism in general, he has
lectured widely on the subject in both Europe and America.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alexander Ratcliff:

In other case, little people like to read book The Fascist Party and Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new
book The Fascist Party and Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy. Y ou can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open abook or perhaps searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you fedl uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.



Katherin Buerger:

This The Fascist Party and Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy usually are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Fascist Party and Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy
can be on thelist of great books you must have will be giving you more than just smple reading food but
feed anyone with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The
Fascist Party and Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So
, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Shea Cross:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different
you can read the book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book The Fascist Party and Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy it is
rather good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy the particular e-book.

Y ou can mQOore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is hot too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Kristen Hancock:

This The Fascist Party and Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The Fascist Party and Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or
fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt this?
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