
Women and English Piracy, 1540-1720:
Partners and Victims of Crime

By John C. Appleby

Women and English Piracy, 1540-1720: Partners and Victims of Crime By
John C. Appleby

Piracy was one of the most gendered criminal activities during the early modern
period. As a form of maritime enterprise and organized criminality, it attracted
thousands of male recruits whose venturing acquired a global dimension as
piratical activity spread across the oceans and seas of the world. At the same
time, piracy affected the lives of women in varied ways. Adopting a fresh
approach to the subject, this study explores the relationships and contacts
between women and pirates during a prolonged period of intense and shifting
enterprise. Drawing on a wide body of evidence and based on English and
Anglo-American patterns of activity, it argues that the support of female
receivers and maintainers was vital to the persistence of piracy around the British
Isles at least until the early seventeenth century. The emergence of long-distance
and globalized predation had far reaching consequences for female agency.
Within colonial America, women continued to play a role in networks of support
for mixed groups of pirates and sea rovers; at the same time, such groups of
predators established contacts with women of varied backgrounds in the
Caribbean and the Indian Ocean. As such, female agency formed part of the
economic and social infrastructure which supported maritime enterprise of
contested legality. But it co-existed with the victimisation of women bypirates,
including the Barbary corsairs. As this study demonstrates, the interplay between
agency and victimhood was manifest in a campaign of petitioning which
challenged male perceptions of women's status as victims. Against this
background, the book also examines the role of a small number of women
pirates, including the lives of Mary Read and Ann Bonny, while addressing the
broader issue of limited female recruitment into piracy. JOHN C. APPLEBY is
Senior Lecturer in History at Liverpool Hope University.
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Piracy was one of the most gendered criminal activities during the early modern period. As a form of
maritime enterprise and organized criminality, it attracted thousands of male recruits whose venturing
acquired a global dimension as piratical activity spread across the oceans and seas of the world. At the same
time, piracy affected the lives of women in varied ways. Adopting a fresh approach to the subject, this study
explores the relationships and contacts between women and pirates during a prolonged period of intense and
shifting enterprise. Drawing on a wide body of evidence and based on English and Anglo-American patterns
of activity, it argues that the support of female receivers and maintainers was vital to the persistence of
piracy around the British Isles at least until the early seventeenth century. The emergence of long-distance
and globalized predation had far reaching consequences for female agency. Within colonial America, women
continued to play a role in networks of support for mixed groups of pirates and sea rovers; at the same time,
such groups of predators established contacts with women of varied backgrounds in the Caribbean and the
Indian Ocean. As such, female agency formed part of the economic and social infrastructure which supported
maritime enterprise of contested legality. But it co-existed with the victimisation of women bypirates,
including the Barbary corsairs. As this study demonstrates, the interplay between agency and victimhood
was manifest in a campaign of petitioning which challenged male perceptions of women's status as victims.
Against this background, the book also examines the role of a small number of women pirates, including the
lives of Mary Read and Ann Bonny, while addressing the broader issue of limited female recruitment into
piracy. JOHN C. APPLEBY is Senior Lecturer in History at Liverpool Hope University.
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Editorial Review

Review
Appleby's latest offering is well researched and written in engaging prose-a wonderful marriage of academic
content and readability. NORTHERN MARINER Sustained in its excellence. Rivetingly readable and
meticulously researched. TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT The recovery of the lives of women who
supported and maintained pirates, or who were abandoned and abused by them, is long overdue and this
book helps to redress the balance. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MARITIME HISTORY By focusing
on the role of women in the development of English piracy Appleby reveals elements of the socioeconomic
structure of privateering that other critics have overlooked, offering a more complete picture of early modern
seafaring. SIXTEENTH CENTURY JOURNAL A well written, insightful, and long-overdue study of the
various roles women played as supporters and accessories of pirates. REVIEWS IN HISTORY An enjoyable
read, engagingly written. ... Appleby's attention to detail as well as his meticulous archival work, result in a
book that is essential reading for all those interested in the history of piracy, women's history, maritime
studies, and colonial history. EARLY MODERN WOMEN JOURNAL Highly recommended. CHOICE

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nicole Garner:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Women and
English Piracy, 1540-1720: Partners and Victims of Crime? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Robert Grant:

The book Women and English Piracy, 1540-1720: Partners and Victims of Crime make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Women and English Piracy, 1540-1720: Partners and Victims of Crime being your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible
to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Women and English Piracy, 1540-1720: Partners
and Victims of Crime. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Henry Woods:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need



something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on guardería until university need this specific Women and English Piracy, 1540-1720: Partners and Victims
of Crime to read.

Thomas Daniels:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Women and English Piracy,
1540-1720: Partners and Victims of Crime.
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